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Disposition of Claims 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim(s) 1 -5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 01 as not falling within one of the 
four statutory categories of invention. Supreme Court precedent 1 and recent Federal 
Circuit decisions 2 indicate that a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be 
tied to another statutory category (such as a particular apparatus), or (2) transform 
underlying subject matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or thing. 
While the instant claim(s) recite a series of steps or acts to be performed, the claim(s) 
neither transform underlying subject matter nor positively tie to another statutory 
category that accomplishes the claimed method steps, and therefore do not qualify as a 
statutory process. For example, the "receiving input" and "determining dct" method are 
of sufficient breadth that it would be reasonably interpreted as a series of steps 
completely performed mentally, verbally or without a machine. The applicant has 
provided no explicit and deliberate definitions of "receiving input" and "determining dct" 
to limit the steps to the electronic form of the "a method of encoding". 



1 Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. 
Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972); Cochrane v. Deener, 94 U.S. 780, 787-88 (1876). 

2 In re Bilski, 88 USPQ2d 1385 (Fed. Cir. 2008). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim(s) 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the unencoded video" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 2 recites the limitation "the converted description layers " in line 2. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

7. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Puri et 
al. (NPL Forward Error Multicast) (IDS). 

Regarding claim 1, Puri discloses a method of encoding video data comprising 
the steps of: receiving input video data (see "raw video" in fig. 1); determining DCT 
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coefficients (see "encoder" in fig. 1 and mpeg in column 1, page 745, wherein it is 
inherent that DCt coefficients are processed in encoding) for the uncoded video data; 
coding the DCT coefficients into a base layer bitstream and a enhancement layer 
bitstream (see "layered representation" in column 2, page 745) according to a fine- 
granular scalability coding (see multiresolution in column 2, page 745); and converting 
the base layer bitstream and the enhancement layer bitstream into a plurality of equal 
priority descriptions (see "non-prioritized MD packet" in column 1, page 746). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Puri further discloses comprising the step of 
transmitting the converted descriptions layers over different transmission channels (see 
"multicast" in title). 

Regarding claims 3, 7 and 13, Puri further discloses comprising the step of 
decoding the plurality of equal priority descriptions (see "transcoder" in fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Puri further discloses wherein the decoding step is performed 
based on at least one of the plurality of equal priority descriptions (see "transcoder" in 

fig- 1)- 

Regarding claims 5, 9, 10 and 14, Puri further discloses wherein the plurality of 
equal priority partitions is comprised of partitions generated from the base and 
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enhancement layer bitstreams (see fig. 2) and a forward error correction (FEC) code 
according to predetermined criteria (see "FEC" in fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 6, the claim(s) recite analogous limitations to claims 1 and 2, 
and is/are therefore rejected on the same premise. 

Regarding claims 8 and 15, Puri further discloses wherein the decoding means is 
an MPEG-4 decoder (see column 2, page 745). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the claim(s) recite analogous limitations to claim 1 , and 
is/are therefore rejected on the same premise. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RICHARD TORRENTE whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3702. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7:30 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Richard Torrente/ /Young Lee/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2621 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 

RT 



